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reality — She is a Wild P hilly. — Well come ! I will rejoice you 
by telling you I have a pain in my Rist, consequently it obliges 
me to conclude; tho' cannot without assuring you I am 

y r truly Affec. Sis r . 

A. Blair. 

Do my 3ear Creature 
send my Letters back by y e 
earliest opportunity you have, 
as I am impatient to answer them. 

A messenger has just return'd 
from Miss Hunter that the Cap she promis'd to finish to go 
by this opportunity, is not done. Tell Fanny Bayler she had 
none ready made, but that she can make them equal to the 
English — and I will endeavor to send it as soon as possible. 

To M re . Braxton. 



A BARRING OUT AT WILLIAM AND MARY 
COLLEGE. 

Among the amusing incidents in the College annals is the 
barring out of President Blair, in 1702, by the boys of the 
grammar school. This school was the only part of the edu- 
cational system then in operation. There were twenty-nine 
boys, from eight years to fifteen, and the officers of the Col- 
lege consisted of James Blair, president; Mungo Inglis, gram- 
mar master; John Allen, usher; and a writing master. The 
teaching was done by the three latter, and the school hours 
were from 7 to 11 o'clock in the morning, and from 2 to 6 in 
the afternoon. 

At the time referred to (1702), Francis Nicholson was 
Lieutenant-Governor of Virginia, but from being a great 
supporter of Dr. Blair he had become quite unfriendly to him. 
Dr. Blair undertook to make some suggestions to Nicholson 
about the mode of conducting government, which mightily 



William and Mary Quarterly. 181 

offended him, and his hot, peppery temper caused him to fly 
from one extremity to another. In his affidavit, in 1704, in- 
tended to make a case against Nicholson with the authorities 
at home, Dr. Blair charged Nicholson with conduct which had 
the aspect of a design upon his life in connection with the 
barring out. Dr. Blair's language was as follows i 1 

About a fortnight before Christmas, 1702, while I lodged in the 
College, I heard the School boys, about 12 o'clock at night, a-driving 
of great nails, to fasten & barracade the doors of the Grammar School. 
I was mightily surprised at it, for we had banished this custom & it 
was quite left off for some years. I made haste to get up, & with the 
assistance of 2 servant men, I had in the College, I had almost forced 
open one of the doors before they sufficiently secured it, but while I 
was breaking in, they presently fired off 3 or 4 Pistols and hurt one 
of my servants in the eye with the wadd, as I suppose, of one of the 
Pistols ; while I press'd forward, some of the Boys, having a great kind- 
ness for me, called out, "for God's sake, sir, don't offer to come in, 
for we have shot, & shall certainly fire at any one that first enters." 
Upon the hearing of this, I began to think there was something more 
than ordinary in the matter & desired a parley with them, thinking to 
find out what ace* it was that they had provided fire arms, Powder 
& Shot, which they had never used to do formerly, but that night 
they would not discover it, tho' I confess, I had some suspicion, of the 
designs of my malicious neighbour; & resolved to let them alone till 
morning, & then getting all the other masters together & calling for 
workmen to break open the doors. Before we began, we offered them 
a pardon, if they would open, of their own accord, & tell us the 
truth, who it was that set them on, tho' by that time, we had more 
than a suspicion of it, for I had seen one of His Excellency's servants 
that morning a handing of them in some more Powder, upon this, the 
Boys, sent out at a Window by a ladder One of the Chief confederates 
that knew the whole plot, with orders to discover it. The Short of 
this story was, to the best of my remembrance, that while they had 
no thoughts of any such thing, the Gov*. Sent for him, & put him 
upon it, gave them money to buy victuals & Drink & Candles, & Pow- 
der, & Shot, & lent them 6 of his own Pistols. Upon hearing that the 
Governor was the Author & the contriver of this business, we sent the 
boys to him, leaving it to his excellency to determine the time when 
we would have them dismiss'd, for it was then about a week before 
the usual time. His excellency being out of humor, to the great dis- 
appointment of the Boys, ordered that they should continue at their 

1 Perry, Church Papers, Virginia, p. 137. 
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books till the usual time & then be dissmiss'd, this decision made them 
very angry & they said they wondered what he had made all that to 
do for, when they were not to be dismiss'd one day sooner than or- 
dinary for their pains. When we entered the school, we found the 
Gov's 3 pair of Pistols, with some swords & other weapons they had 
provided. It was God's great mercy to me that the boys gave me 
warning of the Shot & so saved me from the danger, which I have too 
much reason to suspect, was contrived on purpose upon my acct, his 
excellency being then in too bad a Humor, to do such a thing out of a 
frolic; besides that the Fire Arms, Powder, & Shot, my lying in the 
College; & the differences between him & me, which at that time 
were come to some height, made the badness of the design too, too 
probable." 

When Governor Nicholson read this statement, he set to 
work to refute it, and actually prepared in reply the same 
year ( 1704) a long pamphlet, which was published in London 
under the title of "A Modest Answer to a malicious Libel 
against his Excellency Francis Nicholson, Esq., &c, or an 
Examination of that Part of Mr. Blair's Affidavit relating 
to the school boys of the Grammar School in her Majesty's 
Royal College of William and Mary in Virginia." 2 In this 
pamphlet Governor Nicholson took issue with Dr. Blair in 
regard to the facts, and indignantly denied that he had any 
design upon his life. Barring out the masters, he said, had 
been the custom every year but one at College since his 
assuming the government, and the object of the boys was the 
merely innocent one of getting a little longer holiday at Christ- 
mas. The excepted year was 1700, when the General Assem- 
bly, banished from Jamestown by the accidental burning of 
the State house, met in the College hall, December 5, and 
continued sitting till December 17th. He denied that he had 
furnished the boys any shot, and explained his loan of Tiis 
pistols to them and some powder by the fact that it was the 
custom, and no one thought anything of it. In 1699 the boys 
had "both Pistols & Powder, and Guns and Swords," at which 
time Mr. Blair was so far from being under any apprehension 

1 The reply is in the third person, but bears the marks of Nichol- 
son's own pen. 
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that he went in with his Excellency as soon as the boys sur- 
rendered, along with Colonel T Philip] Ludwell and Mr. Ben- 
jamin Harrison (who also promoted the thing and assisted 
and encouraged the boys) and other gentlemen of the neigh- 
borhood and some of their ladies, and participated of the 
feast which the boys had provided with the money the 
Governor gave them. In the opinion of the writer of the 
pamphlet, Dr. Blair's suspicions were not only an injustice 
to the Governor, but a reflection "upon the best gentlemen's 
sons in the country." The fact that "his own Brother's son" 
(John Blair, born 1687) was a principal actor in the barring 
out and the master's (Mungo Inglis') son-in-law had no hand 
in it, was evidence conclusive that the boys were very far 
from any murderous designs, and that their real purpose was 
to keep out Mr. Inglis rather than Dr. Blair. "By all of 
which we may see," concludes the author, "how much this 
gentleman makes it his study to aggravate things against his 
Excellency, with all the urging circumstances that come within 
the invention of Envy." 

To this defence Governor Nicholson appended the affidavits 
of the usher, the clerk of the College, and some of the boys 
who had attended, in 1702, and before it. They sufficiently 
protect his intentions, but the wonder remains that a governor 
should mix up in such a puerile affair and should be unable 
to see the impropriety, to say no more, of putting pistols, with 
or without shot, into the hands of thoughtless children. But, 
after all, neither Blair nor Nicholson should be held to too 
strict an account, for our ancestors two hundred years ago 
were not much more than children in some respects. At the 
least provocation they flew into gusts of anger and uttered 
language that played the wilds with truth. 

The Affidavits. 

I, John Allen, Usher of the Grammar School of William 
and Mary College, do make Oath, that when the School Boys 
of the College shut out the Masters before Christmas, 1702, 
I was then in the College and present with M r . Blair almost all 
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the Night, but I don't remember that I heard any of the Boys 
caution M r . Blair not to offer to come in, saying that they had 
Shot, and would certainly fire at any one that first enter'd ; as 
he says in his Affidavit of the first of May, 1704. Neither can 
I learn that they had any Shot, having made strict Enquiry 
among the Boys. 

As to the custom of shutting out the Masters, which M r . 
Blair says was banished and quite left off for some years; I 
do Affirm that it was always practised from the first bringing 
of it in, to the Year 1702, complained of in the affidavit, ex- 
cept in the Year 1700, when the General Assembly met in the 
College Hall the 5th of December, and continued setting till 
the 17th thereof, for which Reason the Scholars were dis- 
missed sooner than ordinary: and I do very well remember 
that at Christmas, 1699, when I was a Scholar, we shut the 
Doors against our Masters, at which time his Excellency gave 
tis Money to buy Victuals and Drink, and after we had ob- 
tain'd leave to be dismist, and had opened the School Doors. 
M r . Blair himself, together with several of his Relations, 
participated of the Entertainment which we had provided with 
the Money aforesaid; at which time we had Powder, Guns, 
Pistols, Swords, and other arms, but were taken from us by 
Surprize. 

John Allen. 3 

The above affidavit sworn before us this 3d Day of May, 

I705- 

Hen. Duke, John Smith, John Lewis. 



I, William Robertson, make Oath, that at Christmas, 1702. 
I was Clerk of William and Mary College, and lodged there 
when the School Boys shut out their Masters. I was called 

3 John Allen was son of Major Arthur Allen, of Surry, who was 
Speaker of the House of Burgesses in 1686. He married Elizabeth 
Bassett, daughter of William Bas?ett, of Eltham, in New Kent County. 
He lived at Clermont, Surry County, and died in 1741. For Allen 
Family, see Quarterly, VIII., p. 110. 
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out of Bed to come down to M r . Blair, who I heard talking 
with them and perswading them to open the Door; but that 
not succeeding he went to break it open, and called for a 
Negro Man and a white Servant for that Purpose, and when 
the Negro went about breaking open the Door, one of the 
Boys fired at him with Powder; they fired two or three times 
besides that, whenever any body came nigh to break open the 
Door, but I did not perceive that they had any manner of Shot, 
or made use of any, nor did I hear that they had provided 
Shot to the best of my remembrance. I don't remember that 
I heard: any such caution given by the Boys to M r . Blair, as 
is mentioned in his Affidavit of the 1st of May, 1704, nor do 
I know of any Design the Boys had at that time except it was 
for obtaining leave to break up sooner. As to the Custom 
of shutting out the Masters I heard it was first practised in 
1699, and that the Scholars had provided Fire-Arms, but they 
were discovered and taken away by one of the Masters, and 
in T701, I heard they shut out the Masters again, but as I 
was not then concerned about the College, nor present at any 
of those times, I can say nothing of my own Knowledge. 

William Robertson. 4 

The above Affidavit sworn before us this 3d. Day of May, 
I7°5- Hen. Duke, John Smith, John Lewis. 



Thursday, May the 3d., 1705. 
I, The Subscriber, having seen an Affidavit of M r . Com- 
missary Blair, dated the 1st of May, 1704, wherein he says 
that his Excellency, the Governor, encouraged the Scholars 
at the Grammar School to shut out their Masters, and gave 
them money to buy Powder and Shot, &c, and that he had 
too much Reason to suspect the Shot was contrived on his 



* William Robertson was clerk of the council for many years. In 
1739 he died and Elizabeth, his daughter and heiress, married John 
Liddordale. 
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Account. I do therefore as being at that time at the School, 
and concerned in shutting out the Masters, declare that I 
knew of no Design against the life of M r . Blair — or any 
Person whatsoever, and that I am very sure there was no 
Shot made use on that occasion, nor heard that any one in the 
School had Shot — nor did I remember to have heard any 
such warning given to M r . Blair not to offer to come in, for 
that we had Shot and would Fire, &c. I believe some of us • 
might say we would Fire (as we actually did) but it was 
only with Powder, there being no Shot amongst us to the 
Knowledge of me the Subscriber. As for Powder, we had 
some belonging to some of the Boys, but I do not know of 
any bought with the Governor's Money, nor do I remember 
that any Powder was given us by any of his Excellency's Ser- 
vants. Some of us having fired some of the Pistols, and I 
declare there was no Shot in any of them. I declare that we 
let Charles Doyly and John Grymes and some others out at 
the School Window by a Rope, and none by a Ladder, except 
me the Subscriber; Charles Doyly was sent out to bring 
Powder from M r . Henry Tyler's House, and was taken with 
the Powder (before he could get back to us) by M r . Allen 
and M r . Robertson, and we had none of that Powder. John 
Grymes was sent out because he had accidentally cut his Leg 
on a Glass Bottle, and I do not remember that any one was 
sent out to discover as M r . Blair alledges. 

I do declare that I was the Person to whom the Governor 
gave the Money to buy Victuals for our holding out against 
the Masters, but gave me no Directions to buy Powder or 
Shot, and I was also the Person sent out to know the Gover- 
nor's Pleasure when the School should be dismist, but I do 
not remember that I told M r . Blair, any thing of the Gov- 
ernor's setting us on to shut out the Masters. 

But I do declare that the Custom of shutting out the Mas- 
ters was first begun (by his Excellency's Encouragement) at 
v/hich time we had Fuzees and other Arms, but made no use 
of them by Reason they were taken from us by one of the 
Masters, before we had an opportunity to get them into the 
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School and to shut up the Doors. The next Year we shut 
out the Masters again, and the next Year that we shut them 
out, was the Year which I find M r . Blair complains of. 

John Lear. 5 

This above Affidavit sworn before us this 3d of May, 
1705. Hen. Duke, John Smith, John Lewis. 



Thursday, May the 3d., 1705. 
I, The Subscriber, having seen an Affidavit of M r . Com- 
missary Blair, dated the 1st of May, 1704, wherein he says 
that his Excellency, the Governor, encouraged the Scholars 
at the Grammar School to shut out their Masters, and gave 
them Money to buy Powder and Shot, &c, and that he had 
too much Reason to suspect the Shot was contrived on his 
account, I do therefore as being at that time at the said 
School, and concerned in shutting out the Masters, declare, 
that I knew of no Design against the life of M r . Blair or any 
Person whatsoever, and that I am very sure there was no 
Shot made use of on that Occasion, nor heard any one in the 
School had Shot, nor do I remember to have heard any such 
warning given to M r . Blair not to offer to come in, for that 
we had Shot and would Fire, &c. I believe some of us might 
say we would Fire (as we actually did) but it was only 
with Powder, there being no Shot amongst us to the knowledge 
of me the Subscriber. As for Powder we had some belonging 
to some of the Boys, but I do not know of any bought with 
the Governor's Money, nor do I remember that any Powder 
was given us by any of his Excellency's servants. Some of 
us having fired some of the Pistols, and I declare there was no 
Shot in any of them. I declare that we let Charles Doyly, and 
John Grymes, and some others out at the School Window by 
a Rope, and none by a Ladder, except John Lear; Charles 

5 John Lear was son of Colonel John Lear, of Nansemond, who 
served for many years as a member of the council. 
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Doyly was sent out to bring Powder from M r . Henry Tyler's 
House, and was taken with the Powder (before he could 
get back to us) by M r . Allen and M r . Robertson, and we had 
none of that Powder. John Grymes was sent out because he 
had accidentally cut his Leg on a Glass Bottle, and I do not 
remember that anyone was sent out to discover as M r . Blair 
alledges. Robert Pitt. 6 

The within Affidavit, sworn this 4th Day of May, 
I7°5- Hen. Duke, John Smith, John Lewis. 

Thursday, May the 3d., 1705. 

I, The Subscriber, having seen an Affidavit of M r . Com- 
missary Blair's, dated May the 1st, 1704, wherein he says that 
his Excellency encouraged the Scholars of the Grammar 
School to shut out their Masters, and gave them Money to 
buy Powder and Shot, and says he had too much Reason to 
suspect the Shot was contrived on his account ; I do therefore 
as being at that time, and concerned in shutting out the 
Masters, declare that I knew of no Design against the Life of 
M r . Blair, or any Person whatever, and am very sure that 
there was no Shot made use of on that Occasion; nor do I 
remember that I heard any such warning given M r . Blair, as 
that we had Shot and would Fire, if he did offer to come in ; 
I do believe that some of the Boys might say, that they would 
Fire, (as they actually did), being only with Powder, there 
being no Shot amongst us, to the best of my Knowledge, as 
to the Powder we had, it did belong to some of the Boys, 
but know of no Powder or Shot bought with his Excellency's 
Money, or that any was given us by any of his Excellency's 
Servants. Charles Doyly and John Grymes and some others 
were let out by a Rope ; Charles Doyly was sent to M r . Henry 
Tyler's House to fetch Powder, but was taken before he could 
get back to us (by M r . John Allen and M r . Robertson) and we 

'Robert Pitt was son of Robert Pitt and Sarah, daughter of Colo- 
nel Arthur Smith. He was stepson of Rev. Andrew Monroe, of Isle of 
Wight County. See Quarterly VII., page 237. 
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had none of that Powder. John Grymes was sent out be- 
cause he had accidentally cut his Leg with a Glass Bottle, but 
know of none that was sent out by a Ladder, except John 
Lear, who was sent to know his Excellency's Pleasure when 
he should be dismist, but doe not know of one that was sent 
to dicover as M r . Blair alledges. 

James Day. 7 

The within Affidavit sworn before us this 4th of May, 1704. 
Hen. Duke, John Smith, John Lewis. 

May the 31st, 1705. 

I, The Subscriber, having seen an Affidavit of M r . Com- 
missary Blair, dated the 1st of May, 1704, wherein he says 
that his Excellency, the Governor encouraged the Scholars 
at the Grammar School to shut out their Masters, and gave 
them Money to buy Powder and Shot, &c, and that he had 
too much Reason to suspect the Shot was contrived on his 
Account, I do therefore, as being at that time at the said 
School, and concerned in shutting out the Masters, declare 
that I know of no Design against the Life of M r . Blair, nor 
any person whatever, and I am sure there was no Shot made 
use of on that Occasion, nor did I hear that any one in the 
School had Shot, nor do I remember to have heard any such 
Warning given to M r . Blair, not to offer to come in, for that 
we had Shot and would Fire, &c. I do believe some of us 
might say we would Fire (as indeed we actually did) but it 
was only with Powder, there being no Shot amongst us, to 
the knowledge of me, the Subscriber. As for Powder, we had 
some belonging to some of the Boys, but I do not know of 
any that was bought with the Governor's Money. I, the 
Subscriber, having fired several of the Pistols, do declare that 
I know nothing of any Shot being in them. I declare that we 

7 James Day was son of Captain James Day, of Day's Point, in 
Islo of Wight County. See Quarterly VII. He died in 1725. He is 
still represented in Isle of Wight by persons of the name, among them 
being C. Fenton Day. 
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let Charles Doyly and John Grymes out of the Window by a 
Rope, and not by a Ladder. Charles Doyly was sent out to 
bring Powder from M r . Henry Tyler's House, and was taken 
with the Powder (before he could get back to us), by M r . 
Allen and M r . Robertson, and we had none of that Powder. 
John Grymes was sent out, because he had accidentally cut 
his Leg with a Glass Bottle. I, the Subscriber, do likewise 
declare that the Masters were thrice shut out of the School 
(during the time of my Education) but cannot say in what 
Years. John Timson. 8 

Sworn before us this 31st Day of May, 1705. 

John Smith, John Lewis. 

May the 31st, 1705. 
I, The Subscriber, having formerly been Usher of the 
Grammar School in William and Mary College, do declare, 
that (to the best of my Remembrance) the Custom of shut- 
ting out the Masters commenced first in the Year 1699. And 
in the Year 1700, the General Assembly meeting and setting 
in the College, obtain'd Leave of the Masters to dismiss the 
Scholars somewhat sooner than the usual time. In the Year 

1701, the Scholars shut out the Masters again, but the Year 

1702, I went to England, and so know nothing of what M r . 
Blair taxes his Excellency with, as done in the said Year, with 
a Design of killing or hurting M r . Blair; and farther, that 
from the beginning of that Custom, while I belonged to the 
College, there was no Intermission unless in the said Year 
1700, nor of any Design of doing M r . Blair any Hurt or 
Prejudice in the least. Orlando Jones. 9 

Sworn this 31st Day of May, 1705, before us, 

John Smith, John Lewis. 

•John Timson was son of Samuel Timson, of York County, and 
Mary Juxon, his wife. See Timson Family, Quarterly, V., p. 3. 

•Orlando Jones, was son of Rev. Rowland Jones, first rector of 
Bruton Church; was born December 31, 1681, and died June 12, 1719. 
His daughter, Frances, married Colonel John Dandridge, and they 
were parents of Martha Washington. 
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June the 1st, 1705. 

I, The Subscriber, having seen an Affidavit of M r . Com- 
missary Blair's, dated the first of May, 1704, wherein he says 
That his Excellency encouraged the Scholars at the Grammar 
School to shut out their Masters, and gave them Money to 
buy Powder and Shot, &c, and that he had too much Reason 
to suspect the Shot was contrived on his Account: I do 
therefore as being at that time at the said School, and con^ 
cern'd in shutting out the Masters, declare that I know of no 
Design against the Life of M r . Blair, nor any Person what- 
ever, and that I am very sure there was no Shot made use of 
on that Occasion, nor heard that any one in the School had 
Shot, nor do I remember to have heard any such Warning 
giving to M r Blair, not to offer to come in, for that we had 
Shot and would Fire, &c, I believe some of us might say we 
would fire, (as we actually did), but it was only with Powder, 
there being no Shot amongst us, to the knowledge of me, the 
Subscriber. As for Powder, we had some belonging to some 
of the Boys, but I do not know of any bought with the Gov- 
ernor's Money, nor do I remember that any Powder was 
given us by any of his Excellency's Servants, some of us 
having fired some of the Pistols, and I declare there was no 
Shot in any of them ; I declare that we let Charles Doyly and 
John Grymes, and some others, out at the School Window by 
a Rope, and not by a Ladder. Charles Doyly was sent out 
to bring Powder from M r . Henry Tyler's House, and was 
taken with the Powder before he could get back to us by 
M r . Allen and M r . Robertson, and we had none of the Pow- 
der. John Grymes was sent out because he had accidentally 
cut his Leg on a Glass Bottle. We do not remember that any 
one was sent out to discover the Plot as he alleges. 

George Hunt. 

Sworn this 31st of May, 1705, before us, 

John Smith, John Lewis. 
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I, Thomas Bouth, having been educated for some Years at 
William and Mary College, do declare, that in the Year 1699, 
to the best of my remembrance, the School Boys shut out their 
Masters, and that I was then amongst them in the School, and 
that was the first beginning of that Custom; next year the 
Assembly sat in the College, and the School was dismist with- 
out shutting out the Masters. I remember that I was also 
concerned with the other Scholars in shutting out the Mas- 
ters in 1701. But in the Year 1702, (which is the time men- 
tioned in M r . Blair's Affidavit of the 1st of May, 1704, which 
I have seen), I was not in the School, nor concerned in the 
shutting out of the Masters, and can't say any thing of my 
own Knowledge of what happened then, but only that I saw 
the Boys shut up in the School. 

Thomas Bouth. 1 * 

Sworn this 30th of June, 1705, before us, 

John Smith, John Lewis. 

I, Ballard Dormer, having for some Years been educated 
a>: the Grammar School in William and Mary College, do 
make Oath, that in the Year 1701, the School Boys shut out 
their Masters, and I was then in the School, and I remember 
that the School Boys shut out their Masters in 1702, but I was 
not then in the School, nor concern'd in it; so know nothing 
of what happened! then, nor heard that the Boys ' had, or 
made use of any Shot on that Occasion. 

Ballard Dormer. 11 

Sworn before us this 30th Day of June, 1705, 

John Smith, John Lewis. 

10 Thomas Booth is helieved to have been son of Robert Booth, (son 
of Robert Booth, clerk of York County), and Anne Bray, daughter of 
Colonel James Bray, of the council, and Angelica, his wife. Anne 
Bray married, after the death of Robert Booth, Mungo Inglis, the 
grammar master, and Thomas Booth may be the "son-in-law" referred 
to in the text. 

" Ballard Dormer was doubtless the son of John Dormer, who 
resided in James City County, and was a vestrymen of Bruton Church. 
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Tuesday, July the 17th, 1705. 

I, The Subscriber, having seen an Affidavit of M r . Com- 
missary Blair, dated the first of May, 1704, wherein he says 
that his Excellency, the Governor, encouraged the Scholars 
at the Grammar School to shut out their Masters, and gave 
them Money to buy Powder and Shot, &c, and that he had 
too much Reason to suspect the Shot was contrived upon his 
Account, I do therefore, as being at that time at the said 
School, and concerned in shutting out of the Masters, declare 
that I know of no Design against the life of M r . Blair, or 
any Person whatsoever, and I am very sure there was no 
Shot made use of on that Occasion, nor heard that any one 
had Shot in the School ; nor do I remember that there was 
Powder bought with the Governor's Money, or of any that 
was given us by his Excellency's Servants; for that Powder 
a- we had was bought with the Boys' Money, which, at last 
being almost spent, I was let out at one of the School Win- 
dows by a Rope to fetch Powder from M r . Tyler's House, and 
before I could return again into the School (with the Powder) 
was taken by M r . Allen and M r . Robertson, and they received 
none of that Powder. What they did after I came out, I 
can't declare. Charles Doyly. 12 

Sworn this 17th Day of July, 1705, before us, 

John Smith, John Lewis. 

July the 17th, 1705. 

We, the Subscribers, having seen an Affidavit of M r . Com- 
missary Blair, dated the first of May, 1704, wherein he says 
that his Excellency, the Governor, encouraged the Scholars at 
the Grammar School to shut out their Masters, and gave 
them Money to buy Powder and Shot, &c, and that he had 
too much Reason to suspect the Shot was contriv'd upon his 
Account, we do therefore, as being at that time at the said 

12 Charles Doyley was son of Rev. Cope Doyley, minister of Bruton 
Church, in Williamsburg, from 1697 to 1702. 
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School, and concern'd in shutting out of the Masters, declare 
that we know of no Design against the Life of M r . Blair, or 
any other Person whatsoever, and we are very sure there was 
no Shot made use of on that Occasion, nor heard that any one 
had Shot, in the School, nor do we remember to have heard 
any such Warning given to M r . Blair not to come in, for that 
we had Shot and would Fire, &c. We believe some of us 
might say we would Fire (as we actually did), but it was 
only with Powder, there being no Shot amongst us, to the 
knowledge of us, the Subscribers. We declare that Charles 
Doyly and I, John Grymes, was let out through one of the 
School Windows by a Rope, and not by a Ladder, and we do 
not know that any one was sent out to discover as M r . Blair 
alledges. John Grymes, Charles Grymes. 13 

Sworn this 17th Day of July, 1705, before us, 

John Smith, John Lewis. 

Tuesday, July the 17th, 1705. 

I, the Subscriber, being a Scholar at the Grammar School 
of William and Mary College in Virginia, at the time com- 
plained of by M r . Blair, I do, therefore, as being at that time 
at the said School, and concerned in the shutting out of the 
Masters, declare that I know of no Design against the Life of 
M r . Blair, nor any Person whatsoever; and I am very sure 
there was no Shot made use of on that Occasion, nor heard 
of any one in the School that had Shot, nor do I remember to 
have heard any such Warning given to M r . Blair not to offer 

13 John and Charles Grymes were sons of John Grymes, of Middle- 
sex County. John, the eldest, was born in 1693; died, November 2, 
1748. He was burgess, auditor-general, receiver-general and coun- 
cillor. He lived at Brandon, in Middlesex County, on the Rappahan- 
nock. Charles Grymes is known as Charles Grymes, of Moratico, 
Richmond County, who died in 1743. He was justice, sheriff and 
member of the House of Burgesses, etc. 
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to come in, for that we had Shot and would Fire, &c. I be- 
lieve some of us might say we would Fire (as we actually 
did), but it was only with Powder, there being no Shot 
amongst us, to the Knowledge of me, the Subscriber; as for 
Powder we had, belonging to some of the Boys, but I do 
not remember any bought with the Governor's Money, nor do 
I know of any Powder given us by his Excellency's Servants. 
I declare, likewise, that we let Charles Doyly and John 
Grymes out by a Rope, and not by a Ladder. Charles Doyly 
was sent out to fetch Powder from M r . Henry Tyler's House, 
and was taken with it (before he could get to us), by M r . 
Robertson and M r . Allen, and we had none of the Powder; 
John Grymes was sent out because he accidentally cut his 
Leg on a Glass Bottle, and I do not remember that any one 
was sent out to discover, as M r . Blair alledges. 

Edmund Duke. 14 
Sworn this 17th of July, 1705, before us, 

John Smith, John Lewis. 



Wednesday, June the 27th, Anno, 1705. 

I, The Subscriber, having seen an Affidavit of M r . Com- 
missary Blair's, dated May the 1st, 1704, wherein he says, 
that his Excellency encouraged the Scholars of the Grammar 
School to shut out their Masters, and gave them Money to 
buy Powder and Shot, and likewise says that he had too much 
Reason to suspect the Shot was contrived on his Account, 
I do, therefore (as being at that Present, and concerned in 
shutting out the Masters) declare that I knew of no Design 
against the Life of M r . Blair, or any other Person whatever, 
and to my knowledge there was no Shot made use of, on that 

" Edmund Duke was either the son of John Duke and Susannah, his 
wife, of York County, or of Henry Duke, Esq. (a member of the 
council), and Lydia Hansford, his wife. Quarterly II., 275. 
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Occasion, nor do I remember that I heard any such Warning 
given M r . Blair, as that we had Shot and would Fire if he did 
offer to come in. I do believe that some of the Boys might 
say they would Fire, (as they actually did) being only with 
Powder, there being no Shot amongst us, to my knowledge; 
as to the Powder we had, it did belong to some of the Boys, 
but I know not of any Shot bought with his Excellency's 
Money, or that any was given us by any of the Servants. 
Charles Doyly and John Grymes and some others was let 
out by a Rope; Charles Doyly was sent to M r . Henry Tyler's 
House to fetch Powder, but was taken before he could come 
back to us, by M r . John Allen and M r . William Robertson. 
John Grymes was sent out because he accidentally cut his 
Leg with a Glass Bottle, but I know of none was sent out by 
a Ladder except John Lear, who went to know his Excel- 
lency's Pleasure when we should be dismiss'd; I know not of 
one who was sent to discover as M r . Blair alledges. 

Per Thomas Bray. 15 

Sworn this 17th Day of July, 1705, before us, 

John Smith, John Lewis. 



I, John Tyler, having seen an Affidavit of M r . Commissary 
Blair, dated the first of May, 1704, wherein he says that the 
Governour gave Money to buy Powder and Shot; I do (there- 
fore as being concerned then in shutting out the Masters) de- 
clare that I know'of no Shot made use of on that Occasion; 
as to the Custom of shutting out the Masters, I remember it 



15 Thomas Bray lived in Williamsburg and was son of James Bray, 
who was son of Colonel James Bray, which last died October 24, 1691. 
Thomas Bray, the scholar, was known in subsequent life as Colonel 
Thomas Bray, of Littletown, James Biver, who died August 2, 1751. 
He had an only daughter, Elizabeth, who married Colonel Philip 
Johnson. Their son, James Bray Johnson, had Eliza, who married 
Chancellor Samuel Tyler. For Bray Family, see Quarterly, 200-270. 



William and Mary Quarterly. 197 

had been practised twice before that time mentioned in M r . 
Blair's Affidavit, but do not remember the Years. 

John Tyler. 16 

Sworn this 17th Day of July, 1705, before us, 

John Smith, John Lewis. 



July the 17th, 1705. 

I, the Subscriber, having seen an Affidavit of M r . Com- 
missary Blair, dated the 1st of May, 1704, wherein he says 
that his Excellency, the Governour, encouraged the Scholars 
at the Grammar School to shut out their Masters, and gave 
them Money to buy Powder and Shot, and that he had too 
much Reason to suspect that it was contrived upon his As- 
count; I do therefore, as being at that time at the same 
School and concern'd in shutting' out of the Masters, declare 
that I knew of no Design against the Life of M r . Blair or 
any other whatsoever, and I am very sure there was no Shot 
made use of on that Occasion, nor do I remember to have 
heard any such Warning given to M r . Blair not to come in, 
for that we had Shot and would Fire. I believe some of us 
might say that we would Fire (as we actually did) but it was 



16 John Tyler wife son of Henry Tyler, of Williamsburg, who was son 
of Henry Tyler, who came to York County, Virginia, ahout 1645. He 
was father of John Tyler, marshall of the Vice- Admiralty Court; 
grandfather of John Tyler, governor of Virginia (1808-1811) ; and 
great-grandfather of John Tyler, President of the United States. 
Henry Tyler, his father, was at this time, sheriff of York County. See 
Letters and Times of the Tylers. Six generations of "John Tylers" 
have attended William and Mary College, including the son of the 
present president of the College. 
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only with Powder, there being no Shot among us to the knowl- 
edge of me, the Subscriber. 

Fran. Tyler." 

Sworn this 17th of July, 1705, before us, 

John Smith, John Lewis. 



July the 17th, 1705. . 

We, the Subscribers, having seen an Affidavit of M r . Com- 
missary Blair, dated the first of May, 1704, wherein he says 
that his Excellency, the Governour, encouraged the Scholars 
at the Grammar School to shut out their Masters, and gave 
them money to buy Powder and Shot, &c, and that he had 
too much reason to suspect the Shot was contriv'd upon his 
Account, we do, therefore, as being at that time at the said 
School and concerned in shutting out the Masters, declare 
that we know of no Design against the Life of M r . Blair or 
any other person whatsoever, and we are very sure there was 
no Shot made use of on that Occasion, nor heard 
that any one had Shot in the School, nor do we remember 
to have heard any such Warning given to M r . Blair not to 
come in, for that we had Shot and would Fire, &c. We be- 
lieve some of us would say that we would Fire (as we ac- 
tually did), but it was only with Powder, there being no Shot 
amongst us to the knowledge of us, the Subscribers. We de- 
clare that Charles Doyly and John Grymes was let out 
through one of the School Windows by a Rope, and not by a 

" Francis Tyler was a brother of John Tyler, the scholar men- 
tioned above, and was marshall of the Vice-Admiralty Court, and 
under-sheriff of James City County in 1723. He married Rebecca 

, and his sons, it is believed, left the region of Williamsburg. 

One of them, John, was doubtless John Tyler, whose will was proved 
in King George County, in 1757. Henry Tyler, clerk of Stafford in 
1776, was probably a nephew of John Tyler, of King George County. 



William and Mary Quarterly. 199 

Ladder. And we do not know that any one was sent out to 
discover as M r . Blair alledges., 

Wilson Roscow, James Roscow. 18 

Sworn this 17th of July, 1705, before us, 

John Smith, John Lewis. 

Memorandum. 

A List of Affidavits of the several Persons here under- 
written : 

Sworn May 3, 1705 — John Allen, Will. Robertson, John 
Lear; before Hen. Duke, John Smith, John Lewis. 

Sworn May 4, 1705 — Robert Pitt, James Day; before the: 
aforesaid. 

Sworn May 31, 1705 — John Timson, Orlando Jones, George 
Hunt; before John Lewis, John Smith. 

Sworn June 30, 1705 — Tho. Booth, Ballard Dormer; be- 
fore John Lewis, John Smith. 

Sworn July 17, 1705 — Charles Doyly, John Grymes, Charles 
Grymes, Edmund Duke, Thomas Bray, John Tyler, Fran. 
Tyler, Wilson Roscow, James Roscow; before John Smith, 
John Lewis. 



MARRIAGE BONDS IN AMELIA COUNTY. 

January 6, 1784 — Graves, Bachelor & Rhody Clay. 
December, 1803 — Graves, Arthur & Fanny Evans. 
October, 1807 — Graves, Thomas & Susie Anderson. 
October, 1825 — Graves, Henry E. & Caroline M. Booker (d. 
of Jno. T. Booker.) 

18 Wilson and James Rosccv were sons of William Roscot? of Blunt 
Point, Warwick County; (born at Chorley, in Lancashire, England, 
November 30, 1664; died, 1700) by Mary Wilson, daughter of Colonel 
William Wilson, of Elizabeth City County, James Rosco'57 was ap- 
pointed receiver-general of Virginia, January 22, 1716. For Rosc^r 
see Virginia Magazine, VII., 285. 



